
 

R2P hailed as one of U.N.’s Greatest Achievements Under Kofi Annan’s Leadership 

Towards the end of Kofi Annan’s term as the Secretary General of the United Nations, many 
lauded his efforts in supporting the responsibility to protect. Annan was instrumental in conceiving 
the concept, working to institutionalize the norm within the UN, interpreting where and how it 
could apply, and finally working to implement the norm.  Many commentators praise the 
development of the norm as one of the most important milestones of the U.N. for the new century.   

More importantly, throughout his final months as SG, Kofi Annan consistently spoke about R2P 
on a number of occasions. The attention he gave to this concept establishes this norm as one of 
the most important achievements of his legacy.     

Below, please find some excerpts from speeches and articles that Mr. Annan wrote and also that 
others wrote about him.   

 

ADIEU, KOFI ANNAN 
Amin George Forji  
South Korea OhmyNews 
1 January 2007 

The good, the bad and the ugly of the outgoing U.N. Secretary General 

As the New Year emerges, so does a new era begin for the world governing body, the United 
Nations (U.N.), whose Secretary General, Kofi Annan will be stepping down to give room to the 
South Korean diplomat Ban Ki-moon as the new world's top administrator.  

(…)So, how will Annan be remembered? 
 
(…)The sweeping reforms aside, Annan throughout his two terms strongly advocated for human 
rights and the rule of law -- a move that won him much respect globally. In fact, in 2001, he 
together with the U.N. was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize for championing the promotion and 
protection of human rights and development, and "for bringing new life to the organization." 
 
As Lee Feinstein, a U.N. expert with the Council on Foreign Relations, said of Annan,  

"His greatest accomplishment was to set a framework that moved the U.N. from one century to 
the next, the response to mass atrocities, the central role of democracy, the importance of human 
rights, and a priority to development. 

 He also spoke consistently about the humanitarian situation in Darfur, and pushed world leaders 
to intervene to stop the atrocities.  
 
His greatest achievement is perhaps the doctrine of "humanitarian intervention," which he 
introduced to bring governments and leaders massacring their own people to account. Despite 
resistance from some countries, 191 states ended up endorsing what is now known as the "the 
responsibility to protect," in 2005. 

 Full text available at: 
http://english.ohmynews.com/articleview/article_view.asp?no=337702&rel_no=1  



WHAT ANNAN HAS CONTRIBUTED TO WORLD  
Ramesh Thakur  
Special to The Daily Yomiuri 
26 December 2006 

If a week is a long time in national politics, then a decade is an eternity in international politics. 
The world has witnessed many profound changes in the 10 turbulent years of Kofi Annan's term 
as secretary general of the United Nations. Many--but not all--were for the good. 

(…) Annan's most precious legacy likely will be the elevation of human rights and humanitarian 
protection as a central plank of U.N. concern, spurred by the shocking failures of Rwanda and the 
Balkans. With the decline in interstate wars, the primary responsibility for maintaining 
international peace and security in practice translates into tackling internal armed conflicts. The 
world has made significant progress in criminalizing atrocity crimes and enhancing the prospects 
of holding perpetrators to international account. The confidence of sovereign impunity that 
perpetrators of atrocities enjoyed has softened, if not entirely disappeared. Slobodan Milosevic 
and Augusto Pinochet may have cheated criminal conviction, but the circumstances of their 
deaths would not have been of their own choosing. 

The new norm of the responsibility to protect, championed by Annan, captures the 
convergence of some significant trends in world affairs. Previously, there were few restrictions on 
the right of states to use force within and across borders. Our understanding and appreciation of 
human rights and commitment to their promotion and protection have deepened and broadened. 
The vocabulary of democracy, good governance and human rights has become the language of 
choice in international discourse.  

(…) Over time, the chief threats to international security have come from violent eruptions of 
crises within states, including civil wars, while the goals of promoting human rights and 
democratic governance, protecting civilian victims of humanitarian atrocities, and punishing 
governmental perpetrators of mass crimes have become more important. Because of the 
changing nature and victims of armed conflict from soldiers to civilians, including through deaths 
caused by conflict-related disease and starvation, the need for clarity, consistency and reliability 
in the use of force for civilian protection lies at the heart of the United Nations' core security 
mandate. 

The U.N. record of policy innovation, conceptual advances, institutional adaptation and 
organizational learning under Annan has been underappreciated. We have seen this over the 
past decade with respect to peace operations, human security and human rights, atrocity crimes 
and international criminal justice, smart sanctions, and what Annan describes as particularly 
important to him--the responsibility to protect innocent civilians caught in the cross fire and 
victims of atrocity crimes. 

Some argue that the U.N. Charter was written in another age for another world. For many others, 
it remains vitally relevant. It is the framework within which the scattered and divided fragments of 
humanity come together to look for solutions without passports to problems without borders. 

Many of the most intractable problems are global in scope and will most likely require concerted 
multilateral action that is also global in its reach. But the policy authority for tackling them remains 
vested in states, and the competence to mobilize the resources needed for tackling them is also 
vested in states. This strategic disconnect goes some way to explaining the United Nations' 
recurrent difficulties on many fronts and the often fitful nature of its responses. How Ban Ki Moon, 
Annan's successor, handles this will help to determine his legacy in turn. 



 (…)The United Nations' very strength as the common meeting house of all the world's countries 
is a major source of weakness with respect to efficient decision-making. Even so, we must never 
fall victim to the soft bigotry of low expectations. Rather, we must always hold the organization to 
the more exacting standard of exalted expectations. That is the final tribute to a fundamentally 
decent man with generous instincts who raised the bar of people's aspirations, but whose 
generous interpretations of the conduct of others sometimes proved sadly misplaced. 

Thakur is senior vice rector of the U.N. University in Tokyo and assistant secretary general of the 
United Nations. His most recent book is "The United Nations, Peace and Security: From 
Collective Security to the Responsibility to Protect" (Cambridge University Press, 2006). 

Full text available at: http://www.yomiuri.co.jp/dy/world/20061226dy01.htm 

LOOKING BACK AT 10 YEARS OF UN LEADERSHIP BY KOFI ANNAN 
Voice of America 
Andre de Nesnera 
21 December 2006 

Many experts say Mr. Annan leaves a mixed legacy.  On the one hand, his quiet dignity made 
him a strong voice for individual rights, for development and the poor.  Some even called him the 
conscience of the international community, and the United Nations and Mr. Annan shared the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 2001.  

On the other hand, Mr. Annan could not persuade member states to agree to his plan for 
sweeping U.N. reforms and his reputation was tarnished by the Iraqi oil-for-food scandal. 

Those who study the United Nations say one of Kofi Annan's greatest triumphs was persuading 
member states to agree on a principle known as "the responsibility to protect."  

Karl Inderfurth, a former deputy U.S. representative on the U.N. Security Council, says the 
principle addresses the issue of intervening in cases of genocide or ethnic cleansing, such as in 
Rwanda.  "So what do you do, though, when a government is not protecting its own people?  
What do you do when there is no rule of law -- like in Somalia, where you've got competing 
factions?  What do you do when there is, as we saw in Rwanda with genocide - what do you do to 
protect those who need protection within a country?  

The doctrine that Kofi Annan championed, that the world's nations have the "responsibility to 
protect" those who are helpless in the face of power or tragedy, has now been accepted by the 
United Nations.  Inderfurth says, however, the key issue is how do you implement it?  He sees 
that as one of the principal challenges facing Ban Ki-moon. (…) 

Full text available at: http://www.voanews.com/english/2006-12-21-voa26.cfm  

  

FAREWELL ANNAN 
The Economist 
18 December 2006   

 WHATEVER disadvantages Ban Ki-moon brings with him as he takes his seat as the eighth 
secretary-general at the UN on January 1st, he at least lacks the baggage that burdened the man 
heading out of the door, Kofi Annan. (…)  



Mr Annan's record, inevitably, is a mixed one. Enjoying few powers of his own, the secretary-
general has influence only when strong states co-operate. Mr Annan, who is seeing out his final 
days with a series of high-profile speeches, last week used a talk in Missouri to scold America for 
not working better with other countries--a lament that might be seen as a sign of his own 
frustrations.  

 (…)At other times Mr Annan's office and the White House agreed on what should be done, but 
achieved little. In Sudan, where horrors in Darfur have been compared to genocide (by American 
officials, for example) Mr Annan wants the deployment of a powerful UN peacekeeping force. 
Darfur is a case study for his principle of the "responsibility to protect", which argues that 
outside powers should act if states fail to guard their people from genocide and the like. Taken 
seriously, that would undermine traditional notions of sovereignty. Although the member states 
endorsed the idea at a summit in late 2005, it has yet--in the absence of a standing army 
deployed by the secretary-general, or of substantial military support from member states--to 
translate into anything meaningful. In Darfur, disappointingly, it has amounted so far to almost 
nothing. 

 Full text available at: 
http://www.economist.com/world/international/displaystory.cfm?story_id=8418122 

 
WHAT I’VE LEARNED 
11 December 2006 
Washington Post 
Kofi A. Annan 

Nearly 50 years ago, when I arrived in Minnesota as a student fresh from Africa, I had much to 
learn -- starting with the fact that there is nothing wimpish about wearing earmuffs when it is 15 
degrees below zero. All my life since has been a learning experience. Now I want to pass on five 
lessons I have learned during 10 years as secretary general of the United Nations that I believe 
the community of nations needs to learn as it confronts the challenges of the 21st century. 

 First, in today's world we are all responsible for each other's security. Against such threats as 
nuclear proliferation, climate change, global pandemics or terrorists operating from safe havens in 
failed states, no nation can make itself secure by seeking supremacy over all others. Only by 
working to make each other secure can we hope to achieve lasting security for ourselves. This 
responsibility includes our shared responsibility to protect people from genocide, war crimes, 
ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. That was accepted by all nations at last year's 
U.N. summit. But when we look at the murder, rape and starvation still being inflicted on the 
people of Darfur, we realize that such doctrines remain pure rhetoric unless those with the power 
to intervene effectively -- by exerting political, economic or, in the last resort, military muscle -- are 
prepared to take the lead. It also includes a responsibility to future generations to preserve 
resources that belong to them as well as to us. Every day that we do nothing, or too little, to 
present climate change imposes higher costs on our children. (…) 

(…)No less important, all the Security Council's members must accept the responsibility that 
comes with their privilege. The council is not a stage for acting out national interests. It is the 
management committee of our fledgling global security system. 

Full text available at: 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2006/12/10/AR2006121000768.html  

 



 

SECRETARY GENERAL’S MESSAGE 
24 October 2006 
Kofi A. Annan 

The following is an excerpt from the message by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan for United 
Nations Day, observed 24 October 2006  

For the tenth and last time as Secretary-General, I offer friends and colleagues around the world 
my best wishes on United Nations Day.  I have spent almost my whole professional life working 
for the United Nations – so this day, and the values that it stands for, will always be special for 
me.  

Over the past 10 years, we have made some big steps forward in our common struggle for 
development, security and human rights.  

• Aid and debt relief have increased, making the world economy somewhat fairer.  
• At last, the world is scaling up its response to HIV/AIDS.  
• There are fewer wars between States than there used to be; and many civil wars have 

ended.  
• More Governments are elected by, and accountable to, the people whom they govern.  
• And all States have acknowledged, at least in words, their responsibility to protect 

people from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. (…) 

 
Full text is available at: 
http://www.un.org/events/unday/2006/sg-message.html 
 
  

 


