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The brutal actions of Nigeria's security forces in response to Boko Haram's campaign of terror
are making an already desperate situation even worse, Amnesty International said in a report
released today.
The report, Nigeria: Trapped in the cycle of violence, documents the atrocities carried out by
Boko Haram as well as the serious human rights violations carried out by the security forces in
response, including enforced disappearance, torture, extrajudicial executions, the torching of
homes and detention without trial.
“The cycle of attack and counter-attack has been marked by unlawful violence on both sides,
with devastating consequences for the human rights of those trapped in the middle,” said Salil
Shetty, Secretary General of Amnesty International. (…)
Grave human rights abuses have been committed by Boko Haram including murder, burning
down schools and churches and attacking media houses and journalists. The report documents
the increasing climate of fear where people are too scared to report crimes and journalists will
not cover them out of fear for their own safety.
At the same time, the security operations targeting Boko Haram have been conducted with
little regard for the rule of law or human rights.
Hundreds of people accused of having links to Boko Haram have been arbitrarily detained by a
combination of the Joint Task Force (JTF) – a combined forces group commissioned by the
President to restore law and order in areas affected by Boko Haram - the State Security Service
(SSS) and the police.
Many have remained in detention for lengthy periods without charge or trial, without proper
notification of family members, without being brought before any judicial authority, and without
access to lawyers or the outside world. A significant number have even been extra-judicially
executed. (…)
“The government of Nigeria must take effective action to protect the population against Boko
Harem’s campaign of terror in northern and central Nigeria, but they must do so within the
boundaries of the rule of law. Every injustice carried out in the name of security only fuels more
terrorism, creating a vicious circle of murder and destruction,” said Salil Shetty.
“Only by clarifying the truth about events, establishing accountability for abuses, and bringing
to justice those responsible can confidence in the justice system be restored and human rights
be guaranteed.”
Read the report, Nigeria: Trapped in the cycle of violence .
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