UN Secretary General Releases Human Security Report with references to RtoP

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon discusses the role of RtoP in the future of global human
security 8 April 2010
Summary of Report:
The present report is submitted pursuant to
paragraph 143 of the 2005 World Summit Outcome (General Assembly resolution 60/1), in
which the Heads of State and Government committed themselves to discuss and define the
notion of human
security. The report provides
an update on developments related to the advancement of human security since the 2005
World Summit. It takes stock of discussions on human security, its various definitions and its
relationship to State sovereignty and the
Responsibility to Protect
. The report also outlines the principles and the approach for advancing human security and its
application to the current priorities of the United Nations. Key human security initiatives
undertaken by Governments, regional and subregional intergovernmental organizations, as well
as the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, are presented as examples of
the reach of this important concept and its growing acceptance. The report concludes by
identifying the core elements and the added value of human security and provides a set of
recommendations as a follow-up to the above-mentioned commitment contained in the World
Summit Outcome. Human security is based on a fundamental understanding that Governments
retain the primary role for ensuring the survival, livelihood and dignity of their citizens. It is an
invaluable tool for assisting Governments in identifying critical and pervasive threats to the
welfare of their people and the stability of their sovereignty. It advances programmes and
policies that counter and address emerging threats in a manner that is contextually relevant and
prioritized. This helps Governments and the international community to better utilize their
resources and to develop strategies that strengthen the protection and empowerment
framework needed for the assurance
o
f human security and the promotion of peace and stability at every level — local, national,
regional and international.
Excerpts:
(…) B. Human security and the
Responsibility to Protect
23. As agreed in paragraph 143 of the World Summit Outcome, the purpose of human security
is to enable all individuals to be free from fear and want, and to enjoy all their rights and fully
develop their human potential. The use of force is not envisaged in the application of the human
security concept. The focus of human security is on fostering Government and local capacities
and strengthening the resilience of both to emerging challenges in ways that are mutually
reinforcing, preventive and comprehensive.
24. Meanwhile, the
Responsibility to Protect
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, as agreed upon by Member States in paragraphs 138 to 140 of the World Summit Outcome,
focuses on protecting populations from specific cases of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleaning
and crimes against humanity. As noted in the Secretary-General’s report on implementing the
Responsibility to Protect
(A/63/677), the international community, guided by the principles of the Charter, must do its part
to prevent and limit the escalation of these cases. Such cases result in large and complex
humanitarian crises that are costly in terms of human lives, loss of social capital and financial
resources, and are more difficult to resolve later. (…)
Read full
Human Security Report
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