Minority Rights Group International
High-Level Seminar on Minority Rights and Conflict Prevention

Venue: Millennium Hotel/UN Church Centre, New York

9 – 10 November 2006

Agenda

Day 1 - Millennium Hotel, 1 UN Plaza, 1 United Nations Plaza (at 44th St and 1st Avenue)
	Time
	Session
	Speaker
	Chair

	
	
	
	

	9.00
	Registration
	
	

	
	
	
	

	9.30
	Introduction and welcome
	
	Mark Lattimer, Director, Minority Rights Group International

	
	
	
	

	
	Keynote Speaker


	Gay McDougall, United Nations Independent Expert on Minority Issues
	

	
	
	
	

	
	An overview of the conference, and brief introduction to the key findings from MRG's research
	Chris Chapman, Conflict Prevention Officer, Minority Rights Group International
	

	
	
	
	

	10.35
	Coffee Break
	
	

	
	
	
	

	10.55
	Identity and Recognition, 

Combating Hate Speech

Examples: Sudan, China, Europe

- minority rights are about individual rights as well 

– right to choose identity

- hate speech

- depiction of minorities e.g. in school books
	Kevin Boyle, Director, Human Rights Department, University of Essex

Zdenka Machnyikova, Consultant on the Management of Linguistic and Religious Diversity
	Lydia Ramahobo, Dean of Education at the University of Gabarone, Botswana, and Director, RETENG (Multicultural Coalition of Botswana)

	
	
	
	

	12.10
	Participation of Minorities in Political Life

– Models for Accommodating Minorities

– Autonomy, federalism

- Constitution-building

- Electoral Systems

Examples: Iraq, Nicaragua, Kosovo, India
	Andrew Reynolds, Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of North Carolina
Nafiye Gas, former member of Kosovo National Assembly

Miriam Hooker, Centre for Human, Civil and Autonomous Rights, Atlantic Coast, Nicaragua 
	Stella Tamang, Director, Bikalpa Gyan Kendra, Nepal

	
	
	
	

	13.00
	Lunch
	
	

	
	
	
	

	14.00
	Participation of Minorities in Political Life (continued)
	Natalie Sabanadze, Political Adviser, Office of the High Commissioner on National Minorities, Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe
Maya Chadda, William Paterson University

Carter Johnson, Minorities at Risk Project, University of Maryland 


	

	
	
	
	

	15.50
	Coffee Break
	
	

	
	
	
	

	16.10
	Justice, Anti-Discrimination and the Rule of Law

- reparations

- justice and reconciliation

- anti-discrimination laws and bodies in post-conflict scenarios

Examples: Sudan (Darfur), Kosovo, Iraq
	Sheri Rosenberg, Director, Human Rights And Genocide Prevention Clinic, Cardozo University
Jim Goldston, Executive Director, Open Society Justice Initiative
Paige Arthur, Deputy Director of Research, International Center for Transitional Justice

	Clive Baldwin, Head of International Advocacy, Minority Rights Group International

	
	
	
	

	17.40
	End
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	Day 2
	United Nations Church Centre
	777 United Nations Plaza, 2nd Floor
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	9.30
	Participation of Minorities in Economic Life 

- Development 

- Horizontal Inequalities

- Right to land/property

Examples: China, Sudan, Nicaragua
	Sharon Hom, Director, Human Rights in China
John Packer, Initiative on Conflict Prevention through Quiet Diplomacy 
	Samia Kahn, Director of Programmes, Minority Rights Group International

	
	
	
	

	11.00
	Coffee Break
	
	

	
	
	
	

	11.20
	Keynote Speaker
	Ambassador Albert Ramdin, Assistant Secretary-General of the Organisation of American States
	Edward Mortimer, Director of Communications, Executive Office of the UN Secretary-General

	
	
	
	

	11.50
	International Response to Crises 

- Conflict Prevention and Early Warning 
- Preventive diplomacy

- International intervention and peacekeeping

- Involvement of minorities in peace negotiations 

Examples: Sudan, Kosovo
	Juan Mendez, Special Adviser to the UN Secretary-General on Prevention of Genocide 
Monica Andersson, Ministry for Foreign Affairs, Sweden, and member of UN Advisory Committee on Genocide Prevention
	Edward Mortimer, Director of Communications, Executive Office of the UN Secretary-General

	
	
	
	

	13.00
	Lunch
	
	

	
	
	
	

	14.00
	International Response to Crises – continued

	Clive Baldwin, Head of International Advocacy, Minority Rights Group International

Mukesh Kapila, Special Representative of the Secretary General (HIV/AIDS), International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies
	Zoe Gray, Conflict Prevention Officer, Minority Rights Group International

	
	
	
	

	16.05
	Coffee Break
	
	

	
	
	
	

	16.25
	Concluding remarks and plenary discussion – input into MRG's policy recommendations on the role of minority rights in the prevention of conflict
	
	Mark Lattimer, Director, Minority Rights Group International

	
	
	
	

	17.45
	End
	
	


