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The ACT Code of Conduct
BACKGROUND

There have been increasing calls for the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC)
to refrain from exercising their veto rights
in situations where mass atrocity crimes
are being perpetrated.

This has resulted in UNSC inaction, which, in
turn, has led to numerous failures to protect
civilians.

The Accountability, Coherence and
Transparency (ACT) group was launched
after the failure of the "Small Five Initiative",
meant to increase the transparency of the
UNSC.

The group officially presented the "Code of
Conduct (CoC) regarding Security Council Action
against genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes" in October 2015.

MAIN POINTS
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1
The CoC requests
members of the UNSC to
refrain from vetoing any
resolution aimed at
preventing or stopping
mass atrocity crimes, and
to take "timely and decisive
action" if a mass atrocity
crime is being committed.*

The Code is aimed at all
members of the Security
Council, both permanent
and non-permanent, as well
as potential members of
the Council.

3
There is "no procedural
trigger" for the application
of the Code, making it
effective anytime there is a
situation of genocide,
crimes against humanity,
and/or war crimes.
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Every signatory state has
the right to apply the Code
based on their assessment
of the situation.

However, the UN
Secretary-General has the
right to bring any situation
to the attention of the
Council.**

*Atrocity crime being limited to genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes
**Source: Explanatory note on a CoC on Security Council action against genocide, crimes against humanity and war
crimes

SUPPORTING STATES
As of 1 June
2018, 115 UN
member states
and 2 observers
support the CoC

Of the 115
supporters, two
are SC permanent
members: France
and UK
Supporting States of
the CoC

Permanent Security
Council members that
support the CoC

*Source: Permanent mission of the principality of Liechtenstein to the United Nations

