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2005 World Summit Excerpts

Responsibility to Protect

	Country
	Speaker
	Excerpt

	Armenia
	Prime Minister Andranik Margayan
	We commend measures undertaken by the Secretary-General aimed at the prevention of possible acts of genocide . . . war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity [based on] the concept of responsibility to protect.  The international community should redouble its efforts to prevent possible genocides.”

	Australia 
	Prime Minister John Howard
	On human rights and the rule of law, leaders’ endorsement of the concept of ‘Responsibility to Protect’ is a significant step forward…

	Botswana
	President Festus G. Mogae
	We can no longer afford to stand back if a country fails to protect its citizens against grave human [r]ight abuses.  In this respect, we embrace to concept of “responsibility to protect.”

	Canada
	Prime Minister Paul Martin
	Clearly, we need expanded guidelines for Security Council action to make clear our responsibility to act decisively to prevent humanity’s attack on humanity. The “Responsibility to Protect” is one such guideline. It seeks rules to protect the innocent against appalling assaults on their life and dignity. It does not bless unilateral action. To the contrary, it stands for clear, multilaterally-agreed criteria on what the international community should do when civilians are at risk.

It is a powerful norm of international behaviour. And this week, we have taken a very important step to that end. We are proud that R2P has Canadian lineage, that it is now a principle for all the world. That being said, our collective responsibility does not end there. I would have hoped that we could have agreed now to make the new peacebuilding commission operational. Building the peace is a huge undertaking and, to do it well, we need to bring order out of chaos.

	Cyprus
	President Tassos Papadopoulos


	We also believe that the UN and the world community have an obligation and a responsibility to protect innocent populations against awful violations of human rights, such as genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and ethnic cleansing.

	Iceland
	Prime Minister Halldór Asgrimsson
	In particular, we have established the concept of the responsibility to protect. This idea is implicit in the UN Charter. It is therefore right that this summit underlines the responsibility that governments have to their people – and the duty of the international community to intervene in a timely and decisive manner if national authorities manifestly fail in their responsibilities.

	Indonesia
	President Susilo Bambang Yudhuyono
	We need a consensus on the responsibility to protect people from genocide, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.  To this end, force should be used only when all other means have failed.”

	Ireland
	Head of Cabinet Bertie Ahern
	We are all sovereign states, with sovereign rights and responsibilities.  But when these responsibilities are not exercised to protect citizens from gross abuses or genocide, others must assume them through the UN, including, if all else fails, by military force.

	Italy
	Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi 
	The affirmation of the "responsibility to protect" principle is a major result that responds to the shortcomings of recent years.

	Liechtenstein
	Prime Minister Otmar Halser
	On the conceptual side, we are particularly pleased that the Summit recognizes the responsibility of the international community to protect civilian populations when governments fail to do so.

	Lithuania 
	President Valdas Adamkus
	Responsibility to protect is also about hope. Responsibility to protect is our joint commitment to an individual's right to life. And a promise that he or she will not fall victim to genocide, war crimes or ethnic cleansing while the rest of the world goes about business as usual.

	Mauritius 
	Prime Minister Navinchandra Ramgoolam
	Mauritius equally endorses the principle of "Responsibility to Protect" as a norm of collective action in cases of genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.

	Monaco
	Prince Albert II, Sovereign Prince of Monaco


	Faced with genocides, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity, we must adopt the "Responsibility to protect" principle as a basis for collective action. I can only endorse the often expressed sentiment that it is the international community's duty to act to protect people in danger when that responsibility is not assumed by the State concerned or by the regional organization to which it belongs.

	New Zealand
	Permanent Representative to the UN, Rosemary Banks
	The principle of non-intervention cannot be used to shield genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity

	Norway
	Prime Minister Kjell Magne Bondevik
	When a fellow human being needs our protection, we have a duty to help.  One of the achievements of this Summit is our readiness to take collective action – through the Security Council – to protect.  We will do so if peaceful means are found to be inadequate and if national authorities manifestly fail to protect ‘their populations from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity.’

	Rwanda
	President Paul Kagame
	Never again should the international community’s response to these crimes be found wanting.  Let us resolve to take collective actions in a timely and decisive manner.  Let us also commit to put in place early warning mechanisms and ensure that preventive interventions are the rule rather and the exception

	Sweden
	Prime Minister Göran Persson
	It [outcome document] demonstrates that peace and security, development, and human rights form part of one single entity. It reminds us that we will not succeed in one area if we ignore the others.  It affirms important principles, such as our collective responsibility to protect our populations from genocide and ethnic cleansing.

	Switzerland
	President Samuel Schmid
	There is also the need for us to better assume, individually as collectively, our responsibility to protect, and to make every effort to define, together, the criteria for its implementation.

	United Kingdom
	Prime Minister Tony Blair
	For the first time at this Summit we agree that states do not have the right to do what they will within their own borders, but that we, in the name of humanity, have a common duty to protect people where their own government will not.

	Venezuela 
	President Hugo Chavez Frías
	Today we claim from the peoples, in this case the people of Venezuela, a new international economic order, but it is also eminent a new international  political order, lets not allow a handful of countries try to reinterpret with impunity the principles of the International Law to give way to doctrines like “Preemptive War”, how do they threaten us with preemptive war!, and the now so called “Responsibility to Protect”, but we have to ask ourselves who is going to protect us, how are they going to protect us.

	Zimbabwe
	President R.G. Mugabe
	The vision that we must present for a future United Nations should not be one filled with vague concepts that provide an opportunity for those states that seek to interfere in the internal affairs of other states.  Concepts such as “humanitarian intervention” and the “responsibility to protect” need careful scrutiny in order to test the motives of their proponents.


