May 21, 2010
Excellency,
On behalf of the International Coalition for the Responsibility to Protect (ICRtoP) – a global network
of NGOs dedicated to advancing the norm worldwide – we are writing to you in relation to the
upcoming Review Conference of the Rome Statute to be held on May 31 - June 11, 2010 in Kampala,
Uganda. As you know, the main purpose of the Review Conference is to consider amendments to the
Rome Statute but it will also allow for an assessment of developments relating to the Treaty since its
entry into force in July 2002.
An important related development is the 2005 United Nations General Assembly endorsement of the
Responsibility to Protect (RtoP). This new norm asserts that the primary responsibility for protecting
populations from genocide, war crimes, crimes against humanity, and ethnic cleansing lies with the
State. Only when the State is unwilling or unable to fulfill this responsibility does the State yield the
responsibility to the international community, through a wide range of preventive and reactive
measures.
Where the Rome Statute creates a permanent court to end impunity and to hold individuals responsible
for war crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide, RtoP emphasizes the role of the State in
preventing and halting these same crimes, and calls for regional and international organizations to carry
this responsibility when the State fails to protect.
Many governments recognized the link between the International Criminal Court (ICC) and the RtoP at
the July 2009 UN General Assembly debate. Specifically, States emphasized the link between the
prevention of mass atrocities, at the core of RtoP, and the prosecution of those responsible for
committing mass atrocities through the ICC. States also called for the accelerated ratification and
domestication of the Rome Statute, as a concrete way to enhance national and domestic capacity to
implement their responsibility to protect their populations from mass atrocities.
The Kampala Review Conference will bring together governments and civil society organizations from
around the world that would gain from reinforcing awareness of the complementary goals of the Rome
Statute and RtoP. Excellency, we request that you and your government consider expressing your
support for RtoP in your general statement at the Review Conference. In addition, we call on the
Assembly of State Parties and the ICC to explore ways to deepen the link between these two
important advances in the international peace, security, and justice agenda.
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